HOME DEVELOPMENT
position of women to the position of labour in
Italy as compared with Russia, I asked him
whether it was true that in the Carta del Lavoro
he had himself inserted a clause to the effect that
private initiative was the most effective stimulus
to production.
"That is so," he answered, calming down.
"But I also insisted that when private initiative
fails the State must intervene. The Carta del
Lavoro lies outside the range of capitalism.'*
"You have spoken of the 'Balilla' as your
favourite child. Is not this method of education
a danger to the family? And wherein lies the
distinction between the fascist system of education
and the education of children by the Soviets?"
"Here in Italy," he answered, "we educate
them in accordance with the ideal of the nation,
whereas in Russia children are brought up in
accordance with the ideals of a class. Still, the
ultimate aim is identical. Both in Italy and in
Russia the individual is subordinate to the State.
My aim is, by degrees, by choice of the best
specimens, to establish an elite."
"If you want to do that," said I, "you must
enroll the best energies of the nation in the
teaching profession. If I had to rule a State, the
school-teachers would be the best paid of all the
civil-servants, for they hold the ftiture in their
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